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| if F H E fpeech of the honourable baronet who ſpoke 

laſt 4, is very much like that we have heard from 

the throne, full of aſſumed falſe facts, and general unde- 

fined axioms. The Americans, Sir, maintain, That the 
power of giving and granting their own money, by their 
own free and voluntary conſent, is the only ſecurity 
they can retain for the juſt adminiſtration of govern - 


12 ent, at ſo great a diſtapce from the ſeat of empire 
hat it is the main ſpring, it their ſeveral eſtabliſhments, 


upon which the meeting and power of their ſeveral aſ- 


emblies, depend; from whente* the ſingular proſperity 
pf the Britiſh colonies, above all others on the face of 
Whe earth, have flowed. They admit you have the pow- 
Fer of limiting the means by which they may acquire pro- 
gperty ; but they deny you und yok of iſpoſing of this 
property after it is ſo acquired. In his Majeſty's ſpeech , 
many general undefined axioms, prevail : © To be g fub- 
. jet of Great Britain, with M its conſequences, is to 
de the freeſt member of any civil ſociety in the known 
„ world” All America with one voice agree in this 
truth; their writings and their actions proclaim their 
belief; but they maintain, as I aſſert in their behalf, that 
one of the unalienable conſequences of that ſituation, is 
the giving and granting of for the — — of go- 
vernment, according to the exigency that ſhall appear 


to their own underſtanding ; and that to tax them in an 
{aſſembly where they have no repreſentatives, and by men 
3 ke | uh. who 
A younger ſon of ti family of Weſterhall in Dumfriesſhire, 
ſome time of his Maj 
Fborida. 
} Sir Adam Ferguſſon. 


's navy, and late governor of Welt 
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* conſequences, mult deprive them of all the eſſential rights 


| 2 7 
who have no. intereſt in the ſublidy they impoſe, is con- | 
- trary to the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, and, in its 


of a Britiſh ſubject. Another eſſential right of a Bri- 
tiſh ſubje& is trial by a jury. Has not this been abro- 
* gated in many caſes by the late acts of parliament, and 
totally deſtroyed in all civil cauſes in the extenſive pro- 
vince of Quebec? The writ of Habeas corpus is ano- 


ther eſſential right of a Britiſh ſubje& : has not this al- ao 
ſo been done away? I forbear to enumerate the other an 


oppreſſive n, contrary to the whole tenor of 
our government; diſſolving of charters, without evi- tab 
dence, trial, or forfeiture ; laws to deny the natural of 
gifts of the elements, confounding the innocent with the 
ilty; becauſe, when once the three great pillars of the 
Britin conſtitution are removed, taxing without repre- ha 
ſentarives, trial without jury, impriſonment without re- 
lief by writ of Habeas corpus, the whole muſt neceſſari- 
fall into confuſion, and the reſt is not worth contend- th 
ing for. The people in America wiſely foreſee the ſup- - 
preſſion of all their rights, in the train of thoſe iniqui- 
tous innovations. They perceive, that every thing M 
which is dear to a freeman is at ſtake ; and they are 


v 
willing, as becomes the children of their anceſtors, to c- 
put all to the riſk, and ſacrifice their lives and fortunes, 
rather than give up the liberty of a ſubje& of Great a 
Britain, with all its conſequences, FT x 


The honourable baronet has concluded his ſpeech with y 
anortfier reaſon for bac us to join in the coercive t 
meaſures propoſed by the addreſs, which is ſtill more 2 

C 
4 
0 
1 
| 


extraordinary, ſaying, © Whether we {ſucceed or not, 
« may be uncertain; but if we fail, we ſhall even then 
c be no worſe than we were.” Theſe are the very #® 
words of the Noble Lord on the treaſury bench laſt _ 
year. I am perſuaded the. worthy baronet has words 
of his own ſo much at will, that he borrows from no 
man: but I am more ſurpriſed he can ſanctify ſuch opi- _ 
nions by his voice. If America is forced to invite ſo- 
reign powers to ſhare in her commerce; if ſhe is drove 
to the neceſſity of following the example of Holland 
and Switzerland; if our armies are deſtroyed, our fleets ö Y 
wrecked, our treaſures waſted, our reputation _ ju- 1 
ice 


\ 
= 
- 


I ſource, that of Governor Hutchinſon. . The civil war 


Femoluments which muſt fall to individuals in the proſe- 


Fentailed on us for ever, will the honourable gentleygan 
+ ay we are only where we were! What objects can call 
Tthe attention of the houſe in a ſtronger degree than 


ment propoſed. I ſay, it is unfair in adminiſtration, and 
an affront to every individual member of the houſe, to 
call upon them, without any information 
table, without evidence brought to your bar, deſtitute 
of every material by which a rational creature can re- 
ſolve, to require he ſhould give his unlimited ſanction to 


| quainted with the real ſtate of things in America; if 
they had time to acquire information, to reaſon, and re- 
flect, that all men of generous feelings would leave him, : 
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reſiſt to the laſt appea 


| ſeveral reſtraining bills paſſed laſt ſeſſions would pro- 
'# duce ; in ſhort, from a perfect ignorance of the opera- 
tions of cruelty and oppreſſion of high minded men, act- n 


carried on by his advice. Whoever reads his letters, 
lately publiſhed in America, ſees every meaſure purſued. 
by adminiſtration to have been antecedently pointed out 


ice and humanity loſt, our ſenates corrupted by the 


cution of ſo expenſive a war, and four ſhillings land-tax 


thoſe I have enumerated ; and yet they are all involved 
in the queſtion now before you, if you reje& the amend- 


id on your 


meaſures of ſuch moment, on the very firſt day (per- 
haps) of his arrival in town. The reaſon is obvious to 
me: The miniſter clearly perceives, if men were ac- 


and even his moſt deſperate followers might be ſhaken. 
Men are to be brought to this black buſineſs hood- 
winked, they are to 5 drawn in by degrees, till they 
cannot retreat. "I 
The Americans told you, in language the moſt direct 
and ſimple, again and Kehr repeated, that they would 
thoſe arbitrary innovations. But 
you affected not to believe them. Nevertheleſs, I main- 
tain, the armaments were calculated to reſiſt men in 
arms; and the inſufficiency aroſe from a total ignorance 
of the force, character, and diſpoſitions of the people in 
America, as well as a miſconception upon the effec the C 


ing under the ſpirit of freedom. All the knowledge of 
adminiſtration ſeems to have been drawn from one 


now raging in America, ſeems, ſtep by ſtep, to have been 
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41 
: by this . gentleman in his confidential correſpondence, 
until his ſentiments ſeem dictated at laſt more by re- 
venge and diſappointment than any other principle. 
What confidence ſhould be placed in the advice of a man 
who has declared, in the cool moments of committing 
his reflections to paper, that every Machiavalian policy 
is now to be vindicated towards the people in America! 
I am here ſuppoſing the letters in my hand to be ge- 
nuine, and there is little reaſon to doubt their authenti- 
city, as they remain uncontradicted. And here I muſt 
avow my ſentiments as freely as Governor Hutchinſon 
has communicated his, that any officer in government, 
| much leſs the ſupreme magiſtrate, entruſted with the 
preſervation of the rights of every individual in his pro- 
vince, who could entertain ſuch ſentiments, is unfit to 
be employed in any office, civil or military, after a fact 
of ſo heinous a nature againſt the, conſtitution being ful- 
ly proved. I am confident our anceſtors, inſtead of gi- 
ving ſuch a man an enormous penſion, would have in- 
flicted the puniſhment he deſerved ; which I think ſhould 
have been, an addreſs to the Crown that he might ne- 
ver more be employed in the ſervice of the public. 
I know there are many men high in favour who are 
for abridging the liberties of the people in the colonies, 
My ſyſtem, on the contrary, is for preſerving them ſa- 
cred and inviolate, according to their ſeveral ancient 
inſtitutions, the variety of which forms the harmony 
and beauty of the whole. There is no middle inſtitu- 
tion, as in this country, to balance between the people 
and the crown: The aſſemblies are their only barrier; 
they are therefore the favourite inſtitution of the people; 
to them they look for protection againſt the exactions, 
oppreſſions, and extortions of governors; and they are, 
on that account, cautious and jealous of any infringe- 
ment that ſhall diminiſh their power. 
The ſcheme the hon. gentleman “ alludes to, of call- : 
ing forth the ſlaves, is too black and horrid to be a- | 


dopted. Neither would it anſwer, if adminiſtration x 
were wicked enough to make the attempt. The ſtate f 
ſlavery cuts off all the great magnanimous inventive 
powers of the human mind, but it rather ſtrengthens | : 


fidelity 
* Gov, Littelton, 


e,  Midelity and attachment. The Roman hiſtory fully con- 


e- Mrms this: Amidſt the multiplied treachery of friends 

e. fand relations, amidſt the greateſt temptations, during 

in the corruptions of that government, the ſlave was ſel- Fe 
8 om or never unfaithful to his maſter. The principle 
lies in human nature. Where mankind are deprived of 

'  FMhe means of getting ſubſiſtence, where they are accuſ- 
tomed to look up to another for food, raiment, and pro- 


i Mrection, they inſenſibly forget the original injury they 
ſuſtained, and become attached to their maſter, In ge- 
neral, I muſt alſo obſerve, that maſters are kind to their 
„5 þ* ſlaves. It is not he who uſes the ſcourge and the whip, 
which the hon. gentleman has mentioned, that is the 
# firſt to put the muſket on his ſhoulders in ſuch glorious 
conteſts as theſe; it is not he who tortures and frets 
his fellow-creatures : but he who feels that univerſal be- 
nevolence which extends his affections to all men in 
their ſeveral ſtations; who feels the ſpirit of equality; 
who knows the principles of liberty; who underſtands 
the conſequence of thoſe rights, without which we are 
always worſe men and worſe ſubjects; and who is wil- 
ling, for the benefit of children yet unborn, to ſeal the 
truth of his doctrine with his blood. It is not to a man 
of this temper that ſlaves will prove unfaithful. I ſhall 
rather expect to ſee them flock round his ſtandard, tho? 
l admit the experiment is too dangerous on either ſide. 
I, ſay again, the whole of our blunders, oppreſſions, 
and miſtakes in theſe unfortunate diſputes, have ariſen 
from ignorance in the firſt principles of government, 
| groſs ignorance in the ſeveral conſtitutions of the colo- 
nies, ignorance in the power we could apply to ſubdue 4 
them, and ſtill greater ignorance of the end to be ob- | 
tained by ſuch an attempt. To each of theſe I will ſe- 
verally ſpeak. I ſay, it demonſtrates a perfect igno- 
rance of the hiſtory of civil ſociety, to aflert, (which is 
the captivating argument uſed in this houſe for breaking 
down all the barrjers of liberty in America), that two 
Independent legiſlatures cannot exiſt in the ſame com- 
© munity, and therefore we are to deſtroy the whole fa- 
bric of thoſe governments which have ſubſiſted for ſo * 
many years. Mankind are conſtantly quoting ſome trite 
maxim, and appealing to their limited theory in poli- 
A 3 tics, 
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tics, while they _ eſtabliſhed fats. I ſay, a free 


government neceſſarily involves many claſhing juriſdic- 
tions, if puſhed to the extreme. | maintain, this ſpe- 
cies of government muſt ever depend more on the ſpirit | 
of freedom that firſt eſtabliſned it, than on all the parch- 
ment you can cover with words. I aver, that in the 
moſt active triumphant commonwealth which ever ap- 
peared on the ſtage of the world, two diſtinct — — 
tive authorities did actually exiſt ; the comitia tributa, * 
and the comitia centuriata, The whole government of 
Athens would appear as containing ſo many ridiculous 


- paradoxes to thoſe wiſe politicians. The actual ſtate of j 


Holland, where every town is a diſtinct government 
within itſelf; the deliberations of the ſtates-general, | 
where no money can be raiſed unleſs the whole are un- 
animous, no new laws made or any old repealed againſt 
one diflenting voice; all theſe would appear impoſſible 
to ſuch politicians, who are ever ſuppoſing mankind 
ready to deſtroy themſelves. Nevertheleſs the facts are 
equally certain. EEE | 
If the beſt part of our conſtitution were to be ſtated 


to a foreigner, the trial by jury, where twelve men 


muſt be unanimous in their opinion, in cauſes the molt | 
intricate and nice, when even the ableſt counſel differ in 
opinion, he wauld be led to imagine juſtice might ſtand 
ſtill: yet we all know, nothing proves ſo eaſy in the exe- 
cution. The danger of puſhing things to extremes, 
makes the good ſenſe of men prevail, while the power 
of rung in every individual juryman, prevents pre- 
Judice and injuſtice from trying their ſtrength on mat- 
ters that are not tenible. 

The ſprings of a free government are not obvious to 
every underſtanding, while the meaneſt foot - ſoldier 
knows all the powers of deſpotiſm. Here the ſupre- 
macy of the magiſtrate ſolves every queſtion. In the 
ſame manner the advantages derived from America, in 
the circle of commerce, are not ſo evident to 'a vulgar 
underſtanding, as ſo much palpable caſh paid into the 
exchequer. For this reaſon 1 am ready to forgive thoſe 
who differ from me in opinion concerning this American 
conteſt. It demands a proceſs of reaſoning to which 
common underſtandings are not generally accuſtomed. 


1 (47 | 
I ſhould not be ſurpriſed if half the people in England 
# ſhould at firſt join againſt the Americans; national 


prejudice, pride, falſe glory, and falſe arithmetic, all 
contribute to deceive them; but that any man, aſſumin 
the character of a ſtateſman, ſhould proceed in this m 


carreer, to deſtroy in a few years that beautiful ſyſtem 


of empire our anceſtors have been raiſing with ſo much 


3 pains and glory, firſt under the falſe pretence of raiſing 
a revenue, and next under a more falſe pretence that 
America wiſhes to throw off her juſt dependence on 
Great Britain; this, I confeſs does ſurpriſe me. For this 
* reaſon my indignation chiefly ariſes againſt the noble 
Lord on the floor. I am willing to acquit all his col- 
#3 leagues, and moſt of his followers, even if they had not 
the intereſted motives of places and penſions to biaſs 
their judgement : but that the noble Lord, who yearly 
3 conſiders the riches that come into the public treaſury ; 
7 who knows, and can trace, all the circuitous channels 


by which riches flow into this country ; that he ſhould 


place no more to the credit of America than the paltry, 
ſum collected by his inſignificant commiſſioners, and en- 
deavour to miſlead others by ſuch aſſertions, this indeed 
is beyond belief. When the noble Lord is pleaſed to 


take the other ſide of the argument, what abundance of 
wealth does he ſometimes pour forth in the moſt copi- 
ous flow of eloquence ! When he ſupports this rugged 
coercive ſyſtem, how he labours and flags ! nothing but 
ſounding words and unmeaning phraſes. | 

The dignity of parliament “ Now I ſay, this is heſt 
ſupported by humanity and juſtice, and » aintaining the 
freedom of the ſubjet. The ſupremacy of the legiſla- 
tive authority of Great Britain! this I call unintelli- 
_ jargon. Inſtead of running the different privi- 
eges belonging to the various parts of the empire into 
one common maſs of power, gentlemen ſhould canſider 
that the very firſt principles of good government in this 
wide-extended dominion, conſiſt in ſubdividing the em- 
pire into many parts, and giving to each individual an 
immediate intereſt, that the community to which he be- 
longs ſhould be well regulated. This is the principle 


upon which our anceſtors eſtabliſhed thoſe different co- 
lonies or communities ; this is the principle upon which 


A4 they 
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they have flouriſhed ſo KY . proſperouſly ; this is 
the principle on which alone rhey can be well governed 
at ſuch a diſtance from the feat of the empire. Yet we 
are breaking through all thoſe ſacred maxims of our 
forefathers, and giving the alarm to every wiſe man on | 
the continent of America, that all his rights depend on 
the will of men whoſe corruptions are notorious, who 
regard him as an enemy, and who have no intereſt in 


his proſperity, and feel no controul from him as a con- 


ſtituent. | | 

The moſt learned writer on government has defined 
civil and political liberty to conlilt in a perſect ſecurity 
as to a man's rights: After the acts of parliament of 
laſt year, can any man on the great continent of me- 
rica ſay that he feels that ſecurity ? Could any thing 
leſs than a dread of loſing every eſſential privilege have 
united a people ſo divided in cuſtoms, manners, climate, 


and communications? Could any thing leſs than an en- 


tire want of policy, a ſpecies of political phrenzy, here, 


have produced this wonderful effect? 


You blame the Americans, but do not conſider the 
next ſtep which your conduct neceſſarily drives them to. 
You aſſert, they aim at independency: I aflert, they 
wiſh for nothing more than a conſtitutional dependence 
on Great Britain, according as they have ſubſiſted from 
their firſt eſtabliſhments, and according as Ireland de- 
pends on the Britiſh legiſlature at this moment. Can 
any man who knows the power of the crown in the le- 
giſlative and executive parts of our colony-government ; 
who underſtar ; the force of the ſeveral acts of navi- 
gation ; who knows the incitements and attachments by 
the education of youth in this country; who knows 
what would be the effects of mixing the coloniſts in our 
fleets and armies, and every other office in our govern- 
ment; who conſiders the effects of appeals in the laſt 
reſort to his Majeſty in council; who knows the power 
of his Majeſty in annulling laws made in the colonies 
within three years ; who perceives the advantages that 
every part of the empire derives from the proſperity of 
the other: who is there, I ſay, capable of digeſting 
thoſe thoughts, that can entertain the ignoble jealouſies 
daily expreſſed againſt the Americans, or ſhow any mo - 

tive 
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tive why the people in America ſhonld break the bond of 
union with this country for ages yet to come, unleſs 
driven to that extremity, by following Mr Hutchinſon's 
advice, in © abridging their liberties,” which is as 
much a part of their birthright, as of any man living 
and born in England? 

The nature of government will not allow us to define 


what are the preciſe points where reſiſtance may be 
made to the goverving powers; but will any man con- 
2 clude from thence, that acts of King, Lords, and Com- 
Z mons, ought not to be reſiſted, if they ſhould ſap the 
fundamental principles of the conſtitution ? Nothing but 


the general feeling of the community can determine the 
point : and was ever the ſenſe of a people ſo unanimous 
on any ſubject ? | declare, upon my honour, I have not 
converſed w th one man from America, (and I have 
chiefly ſought out the friends of adminiſtration), who 
have not univerſally agreed, that all America is una- 
nimous in reſiſting the power of taxing them by the 
Britiſh parliament where they have no repreſentatives; 
that they will never yield this point ; that in caſe they 
were made eaſy on this point, and ſecure as to their 
charters, on which their property depends, they woald 
immediately return ro their duty and obedience. This 


'T aver to be the univerſal report and opinion of all men 


with whom 1 have converſed from America. If any 
one diſputes the truth of my aſſertions, I now defy him 
to bring any evidence to contradi& me, and I now un- 
dertake to bring men of the beſt characters in ſupport 
of what I aver. But reſpecting general opinion, I {till 
go further: I maintain, that the ſenſe of the beſt and 
wiſeſt men in this country are on the ſide of the Ame- 
ricans; that three to one in Ireland are on their fide; 
that the ſoldiers and ſailors feel an unwillingneſs to the 
ſervice; that you never will find rhe ſame exertions of 
ſpirit in this as in other wars. I ſpeak it to the credit 
of the fleet and army: they do not like to butcher 
men, whom the greateſt characters in this country con- 
fider as contending in the glorious cauſe of preſerving 
thoſe inſtitutions which are neceſſary to the happineſs, 
ſecurity, and elevation of the human mind, I am well 
informed, that four field-officers, in the four regiments 

now 
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now going from Ireland, have defired leave to retire, 
or ſell out. I do not mean to ſay, that the ſoldiers or 
failors in America have ſhown any ſigus of cowardice; | 
this is below their ſpirit : I only affert, they in general 


roclaim it a diſagreeable ſervice : moſt of the army 
Eel it as ſuch ; that numbers have not deſerted is ow- 


ing to their ſituation. There is a wide difference be- 
tween the Engliſh officer or ſoldier who barely does his 
duty, and the general exertions of the New-England ar- 
my, where every man is thinking what further ſervice | 


he can perform, where every ſoldier is a Sczvola. * 


To a mind who loves to contemplate the glorious © 
ſpirit of freedom, no ſpectacle can be more affecting 
than the action at Bunker's-hill. To ſee an irregular 
peaſantry, commanded by a phyſician, inferior in num- 
ber, oppoſed by every circumſtance of cannon and bombs 
that could terrify timid minds, calmly waiting the at- 
tack of the gallant Howe, leading on the beſt troops in 
the world, with an excellent train of artillery, and twice 
repulſing thoſe very troops who had often chaſed the | 
choſen battalions of France, and at laſt retiring for want 
of ammunition, but in ſo reſpectable a manner, that they | 


were not even purſued : who can refle& on ſuch ſcenes, 
and not adore the conſtitution of government which 
could breed ſuch men ! Who-will not pauſe, and examine, 
before he deſtroys inſtitutions that have reared ſuch e- 
levated ſpirits ? Who is there that can diſmiſs all doubts 


on the juſtice of a cauſe which can inſpire ſuch conſcious | 


rectitude? | 

The conduct of the people of New England, for wiſ- 
dom, courage, temperance, fortitude, and al} thoſe qua- 
I ries that can command the admiration of noble minds, 


is not ſurpaſſed in the hiſtory of any nation under the 


ſun. Inſtead of wreaking our vengeance againſt that 
colony, their heroiſm alone ſhould plead their forgive- 
neſs. What my worthy friend + ſaid laſt year of their 
induſtry, may now be applied to their warlike atchieve- 
ments. Conlider the power of ſuch materials in the 
hands of a miniſter who knew Low to encourage their 


induſtry | 


* A Roman ſoldier, who failing in an attempt to kill Porſen- 


na King of Tuſcany then beſieging Rome, thruſt his hand into 


the fire till it was conſumed. 
+ Mr Burke. 
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induſtry, and apply thejr courage to the purpoſes of 
Fnational defence. But all the ſecret of our colony-go- 
; Yvernment is now reduced to mere force, the baneful en- 
Igine of deſtructive deſpotiſm. Nevertheleſs, it is with 


pleaſure J perceive, the force of this country, when 
wielded in ſuch a cauſe, is totally inadequare : your own 


Jarmy is not ſufficient : your illegal application for fo- 
2 reign mercenaries, at the beginning of the conteſt, ſuf- 
ficiently ſhews your weakneſs : your navy is equally in- 
capable of effecting the purpoſes which are expected 
from ir. It may ruin their foreign trade: it may de- 
ſtroy ſome of their towns, (though that is doubtful); 
but the ly ing in their rivers, as ſome ſuppoſe, without 
ga ſuperior military force to protect them on ſhore, I 
7 ſay, as a ſea · oſſicer, if the war is thoroughly kindled, 
the thing is impoſſible. We Sre apt to judge from 
what happened at Quebec, where the French, never re- 
markable for naval enterpriſe, though naturally brave, 


12 their fire · raft, and left it to the chance of the 


ream, or to be towed off by boats: but this I main- 


tain, that any fleet lying in a river where they cannot 
command the ſhore, that ſuch fleet is liable to be burnt if 


the people are willing in that enterpriſe to run the ſame 
riſk of life and danger.to which the crew of the ſhips, 
are expoſed; I mean, by _— by the fire-veſlel, 
whatever ſhe may be, till with wind and ſtream they lay 
the enemy athwart hauſe: and who can doubt, that the 
people in America are capable of ſuch exertions of cou- 


rage, when we ſee them refuſe quarter, when we find 


them devoting themſelves to death with ſuch enthuſiaſm * 
Another circumſtance reſpecting ſhips 1s not general- 
ly known. The wonders they have hitherto performed 


bave been owing to the ignorance of engineers in pla- 


cing their batteries : but | am afraid the ſecret is now 
out as to their power againſt the ſhore, without a mi- 


$ litary force to atfiſt them. A ſingle gun in a retired ſi- 


tuation, or on an eminence, or a ſingle howitzer, will 
diſlodge a firſt-rate man of war, and may burn her to 
add to the diſgrace. I ſpeak this publicly, that you 
may not expect more from the ſea ſervice than it is ca- 


| ng to perform. Ruin their trade you certainly may, 


at at an expence as ruingus to this country. 
| | Has 
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Has any of the miniſtry conſidered the immenſe ex- 


pence of ſuch naval armaments on the coaſt of Ameri- 
ca, in tranſports and ſhips of war? Have we calcula- 


ted the chance of deſtruction by thoſe horrid ſtreams of | 
wind peculiar to that coaſt, that ſometimes ſweep away 
all before them? Where are the reſources on which 


this country can depend, in caſe our empire in Ameri- 


ca is loſt? I do not ſay you will feel the diſadvantage 


immediately, I know the various channels to which 
commerce and induſtry may divert their ſtreams; I am 
alſo certain, that the wants of America muſt be ſupplied 
in ſome way or other with certain goods from Great 
Britain: I further know, that a nation can only trade to 
the extent of its capital, and in caſe one vent is cut off, 


it will probably find another, while its manufaRures « 
are cheaper and better than thoſe of other nations. 


] believe ſuch to be the caſe with many branches of our 


manufactures at preſent : but is jt poſſible it can long 


contiuue ? Muſt not the ſame laws of nature follow this 


commercial country that have affected Venice and Ge- | 


noa, the Hans towns, and other commercial ſtates ? 


The acquirement of wealth muſt produce dearneſs in li- | 
ving ; dearneſs of living muſt produce dearneſs of la- 


bour ; dearneſs of labour muſt produce dearneſs of ma- 


nufactures; dearneſs of manufactures muſt conduct trade 


to ſome place where cheapneſs of living will give the 
preference in the markets. Thus the circle of com- 
merce has hitherto run. But the ſettlement of North 


America under the old eſtabliſhment, ſeemed to defy 


the power of thoſe fleeting principles. America was 
bound to take your manufactures only, to whatever price 


they might riſe: you were bound to take moſt of her 


raw materials, and to give her commerce protection; 
a compleat ſyſtem in the exchange of all commodities 
was eſtabliſhed within your own dominion, which might 
laſt beyond the views of human calculation, if proper- 
ly conducted. This is the great purpoſe to which I 
look up to America as a naval and as a commercial power. 
How often have I indulged myſelf in theſe thoughts, 


unable to ſee the end of our glory from the ſame cauſes 


which have deſtroyed other ſtates? little dreaming that 
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one infatuated miniſter could tempt, ſeduce, and per- 


ſuade 


can engender hatred, and diſtradt manki 


13 
ſuade a whole nation to cut the ſtrings of ſuch harmony. 
An honourable gentleman, who opened the debate, has 


remarked, how we recovered from the interruptions of 
our commerce during the laſt war. The honourable 
# gentleman forgets, that we had the free and uninter- 
rupted reſources of America during the laſt war; that, 
in ſeizing the ſhips of our enemies, we added to the na- 
tional wealth, and increaſed our own commerce; the 
2 progreſs was double: here it runs in an inverſe propor- 
tion; no man knows the final effects as yet; like the 
# burſting of a burning mountain, it is ſport and play to 
the diſtant ſpectators, who think themſelves ſafe, but the 
eruption may ſpread to cover the city in ruin. 


I come now to confider the conſequences of alb thoſe 


# meaſures N ſhould ſucceed. If national ſtrength 


is to be calculated from the fitneſs of every part to pre- 
ſerve and improve the advantages of their conſtitution, 
and to ſupport their countcy in purſuit of its objects; 
if inſtitutions that ſecure property and prevent oppreſ- 


# ſion, * the ſettlement of families, and facilitate 


the rearing of children, are the moſt favourable to man- 
kind, and therefore to be protected and preferred, as 
the beſt writer on government has aflerted, furely the 
eſtabliſhments of the Engliſh colonies, as excelling all 
others which have appeared in the hiſtory of the world, 


$ deſerve to be revered in this reſpect. But a ſucceſs in 


the preſent war, after deſtroying all the principles 
which have produced thoſe glorious effects in civil ſo- 
ciety, muſt leave the country deſolate ; muſt ſpread 
thro” that wide dominion, forfeitures, executions, change 
of property, military oppreſſion, and _ miſery that 

But thefe 
are but temporary evils, in compariſon to the laſt dread- 


ful cataftrophe. It muſt eſtabliſh a military deſpotiſm 


in the colonies, which the revenues of an oppreſſed peo» 
ple never can pay ; an army that the men of this coun- 
try can never ſupply, which therefore foreign mercena- 
Ties muſt fill ; and all this with addirional powers in the 
crown, that mult end in the ſubverſion of the conſtituti- 
on. I make no doubt many men labour in the ſupport 


of this buſineſs, purpaſely to effect that end. The con- 
tentions in a free government do not accord with their 


- 


1 | | 
feeble, corrupt, luxurious Aoftoits That the ſpirit | 
of the people ſhould fo long lie deceived by their arts 
and management, is to me aſtoniſhing. I ſhall wait fe 
patiently ſome farther calamity ; for no reaſoning on 
the certain progreſs of things in a growing empire can 
affect their narrow minds. That this may ſoon happen 
in a ſmall degree, as the only means of ſaving the dif- 
ſolution of the whole, I ſincerely wiſh, for the good of 
the, public. Misfortunes, if duly watched, are often- 
times as profitable to unfeeling multitude as they are 
uſeful to private individuals. But let thoſe who now © 
encourage meaſures that muſt inevitably end in ſuch - 
dreadful calamities, beware of the turn of the tide. Let 
them look into hiſtory, and remember the fate of cruel, | 
oppreſſive, and arrogant ſtateſmen. Let even kings at- 
tend to the examples which hiſtory preſents on this ſub- 
je&.—But I blame not them: it is unnatural for beings, | 
with human paſſions, placed in ſuch high ſituat ions, mix- - 

eceived, to bear 


ing little with men, and generally 


— 


contradiction to their will, and oppoſition even to their 


arms, with any degree of patience: irritation and re- 


ſentment muſt be the conſequences. Encroachments on 


their part often proceed from a conſcious rectitude of | 
their own intentions: but the people I do blame are the 


members of this houſe, placed as the guardians of the 


eople's rights and privileges, daily ſacrificing them to 
Hons tureretted motive. | 


Let any one conſider all the national advantages that 


can be drawn from colonies, and aſk his own heart, if 
we have not hitherto drawn, and may not in time to 


come draw all theſe from the ancient conſtitution. To * 
what motive then can theſe innovations be imputed? 1 


have ſhewed you the bad conſequences in proceeding ; 


ſhew me the good you propoſe from ſlaughter and deva- 


ſtatien. That the paymaſter of the forces ſhould urge 


you to thoſe meaſures ; that the treaſurer of the navy 


ſhould preſs for large equipments; that contractors, job- 
bers, dealers in ſcrip, and all thoſe who fatten on pub- 


lic ſupplies, ſhould eagerly concar ; this I can eaſily ima- 


zine: but that a landed gentleman ſhould give his con- 
For to ruſh into a civil war, that muſt entail four ſhil- 


of 


lings land tax on his eſtate forever; that muſt drain hint 
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Jof men and money, and all the refoutces of naval power, 
to protect his country againſt thoſe neighbouring - 


rs, who will, in all human probability, attack him when 


Jefenceleſs and exhauſted; in a conteſt that muſt end, 
Fon whatever alternative, in lowering the value of his e- 


ſtate: all this exhibits a degree of infatuation beyond 


Fexample in my little reading, and can only be accounted 
for from the revival of ignoble party - diſtinctions, grati- 
fying reſentments at the expence of their country. 


Have the country gentlemen ever conſidered the ex- 


Tpence of maintaining a war acroſs the Atlantic? have 
they conſidered the expences of a fleet? have they cal- 
Fculated the amount of tranſports ? have they thought of 
feeding an army with porter, ſheep and ſour crout, a- 
J croſs a tempeſtuous ocean? I am told a curious ſpectacle 
Jof ſuch management has lately been exhibited” in the 
7 Downs, where floatiug carcaſes of dead ſheep have mark- 
ed to paſling nations the folly of ſuch attempts. — The 
project of ſour crout has indeed one circumſtance attend- 
ing it that gives me pleaſure: I nnderſtand the contract 
is given to one of the worthieſt men in the community : 


at the ſame time ſuch magazines are new in my notions 
of war; it may be a proper preparation for a Ruſſian 
army, but I believe Englith ſoldiers will hardly be de- 
lighted with ſuch griping food. The project of calcin- 
ing ice into gunpowder is not more truly ridiculous. * 

[ ſhall ſappoſe, then, for a moment, that war with A- 


4 merica is really neceſſary: yet will any man alledge, af- 


ter ſuch groſs. miſmanagement in every part, that theſe 
are the proper men to carry it on? Has there been con- 
ſiltency in any part of their conduct? Has one ſcheme 
they have offered ſucceeded ? Has not every one pro- 
duced a contrary effect? Have they not been told ſo at 
the time of paſſing their various laws? Have they been 
checked in any of their intentions? Has any uncommon 
accident of wind or weather been unfavourable? Can 
our affairs be poſſibly in a worſe ſituation? Do they 
ſtate any rational plan of ways and means by which we 
are to extricate ourſelves? If, after anſwering all thoſe 
queſtions in the ſpirit of truth and juſtice, this houſe will 
{till perſiſt in ſupporting ſuch feeble miniſters of ſo migh- 
ty an empire, I muſt ſubmit to a majority ; but with 


this 


* 
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this melancholy conſolation, when the day of tribulati- 
on hall come, that at leaſt my feeble endeavours were 
not wanting to prevent the impending miſchiefs, nor 
has my voice been lent on any occafion in ſupport of op- 
preſſion. Other gentlemen of a contrary opinion to me, 
have declared they give their opinion for more coercive 
meaſures, from motives the moſt pure and diſintereſted: 
I declare I give my opinion againſt them, from the ſin- 
cereſt belief they are oppreſſive and unjuſt, I am now at 
an age when my character muſt be fully known. A con- 
duct in life that has not flattered the paſſions of men, 

muſt have frequently called forth the examination of 
many with keen reſentments: but I here defy any man 
to ſay I was ever actuated by intereſted motives during 
the courſe of my life. My conduct at preſent is influen- 
ced from a conſcientious belief, that the greateſt good 
any man can perform, is to preſerve inſtitutions favour- 
able to the freedom of maukind ; the greateſt evil they 
can commit, is to deſtroy them: in that belief I heartily 
vote for the amendment, and to the utmoſt of my power 
oppoſe this ſanguinary addreſs. | ; 


